
OTTAWA CITIZEN
OTTAWA, CANADA
Thursday, September 30th, 1999

By Nathalie Trepanier

Choirs enjoy a little bit of Paradise
Area singers take note of choir leader
and Hollywood producer Martin Meader.

Initially, the Ottawa-Carelton Police Choir members sat quiet and still, visibly impressed with the Hollywood
figure that waited to lead them in song.

Launching into a two-hour rehearsal last night, the group of about 30 focused intently on Martin Meader,
each with a child-like desire to impress the teacher.

Mr. Meader was instrumental in creating the movie Paradise Road which starred Glenn Close and Francis
McDormand. The 1997 movie is based on a group of women who secretly form a choir while imprisoned in
Indonesia by the Japanese during the Second World War.

After about 30 minutes of rehearsal, the Ottawa singers forgot about Mr. Meader's international accomplishments
as a choir leader and Hollywood producer. They moved instead by song. Standing in a simple room at
Regional Headquarters, the group focused on music.
Mr. Meader, who is in Ottawa this week to lead a community singing workshop at the Cartier Place Hotel
on Sunday, agreed to volunteer to conduct
the Ashbury choir early yesterday and
the Ottawa-Carelton Police Choir last
evening.

With only about 30 minutes sleep in the
last 24 hours, Mr. Meader enthusiastically
led the group in several different versions
of two songs. In no time, the singers
harmonized the words into a beautiful
musical chorus.
Although it appeared effortless, members
of the choir humbly noted that it was an
amazing accomplishment.
time to sing a song in chorus," said Mary
Ford. "To sing like that in two hours is a
first for us." Ms. Ford admitted that Mr. Meader's energy and music appreciation were contagious.

The Australian led the group not only with his own impressive voice but also with his body.
His eyes glowed when he seemed pleased with a certain note or chorus. Eyes tightly shut, he jus absorbed
the music.

"It's very exhilarating," said Mr. Meader. "I just get pleasure from seeing the pleasure and appreciation on
other people's faces. I try to empower the choir, I try to make myself redundant if I can."
It was Mr. Meader's first time in Ottawa but the group soon accepted him as one of their own. Mr. Meader
said he was impressed with the two choirs he had seen that day.
"They pick it up very quickly," he noted. "They know what they are doing."



Earlier that day, Mr. Meader appeared at Ashbury College in front of 300 people, mostly youths, to lead their
choir.
Jean Versteeg, who invited Mr. Meader to Ottawa, attended the event.
"It was just incredible," she said.
"Everyone was absolutely taken with Martin."

"It's very inspiring," added Special Constable, Deborah Davis. "He brings out the joy that you feel as a child.
That's what he does. He makes you access the joy and then anyone can sing." After an hour, Mr. Meader
offered everyone a chance to take a break.
"No way," someone answered. "We're having way too much fun," someone else chimed in. "We're just
starting to get cooking."


